Abstract-SiC devices enable for high temperature operation of power converters. The paper describes the laboratory step by step work towards an airborne high temperature inverter : 200C cooling source, 4 kVA power. From 'JFET only' to 'full three phase power stage' tested up to 250C, including capacitor. Device samples are characterized in order to set the requirements for the gate driver and to evaluate maximum switchable power. Switching losses are measured using high precision shunt and voltage probes. A prototype is built and operation under full load (15A) is verified.
I. INTRODUCTION a) Project overview:
In the aircraft industry, the strong will to generalize the use of electrical actuators leads to an increasing demand on Power Electronics. The use of electricity allows for a significant reduction in aircraft weight, energy consumption and polluting fumes generation. In the more electrical aircraft, a general use of electrical actuator will allow a 10 % reduction in investment and maintenance costs and a 20 % reduction in aircraft weight. To get the full benefit of the electrification of actuators, Power Electronics converters must be integrated or placed in the vicinity of electromechanical systems. For example, the engine area where ambient temperature can reach 200°C, [1] .
A 3-phase inverter is a suitable pilot converter to demonstrate high-temperature operation up to 200°C. Previous work has shown the feasability of inverters working at such temperatures using SiC JFETs as power switches, [2] , [3] , [4] , [5] , [6] . Different high temperature applications are concerned with the proposed study. Aircraft applications are for example SMART-EMA (Electro Mechanical Actuator) for braking systems (1 to 5 kW) and for engine speed control (1 to 2 kW), the specific mision profile is briefly described in table I. b) A step by step work: Work started with first generation JFET (2A-1500V) implemented on a standard printed circuit board (FR4 double sided) with standard power components. High temperature was applied locally to the JFET's cases [2] . Today a full inverter leg has been heated up to 250°C and operated at currents up to 15A with a bus voltage of 540V, [7] . Recently we have implemented a module integrating the three legs, (6 JFET), with bank capacitor. This converter is presented in this paper. The ultimate step of this project is the integration of the full inverter whith drivers using Multi Chip Module technology and Silicon On Insulator gate drivers. c) The SEFORA project: The main objective is to demontrate the reliable operation of power transistors with junction temperatures above 300°C, and packaging with ambient temperature above 200°C. SiC-JFET switches can be operated at frequencies above 100 kHz and at junction temperatures higher than 200°C. That has been already shown by different research studies. The research program SEFORA focuses on the prototyping of a 3-phase JFET voltage inverter including adapted and reliable packaging for high-temperature applications, transistor drivers on SOI technology, high-temperature capacitors, high-temperature voltage, current and temperature sensors and protection schemes. A pilot converter is designed with the following specifications :
• supply DC bus: 570V • output current : 6A per leg output • switching frequency: 20kHz to 300 kHz • JFET junction temperature: near and above 300°C • package ambient temperature: 200°C SEFORA is a three year project started in 2007. It brings together french research laboratories and european companies. SiC JFET components are becoming available outside laboratories, the devices used in this work come from SiCED. High temperature operation is possible. An issue of high temperature is passive components. Capacitors are almost inexistent at 300°C while magnetic cores can be purchased on the web. The capacitor used in this work has been characterized up to 300°C. SiC JFETs have been tested working at 300°C and this temperature is limited by the environment of the SiC chips as the theoretical practical limit for SiC is around 500°C to 600°C for 1000V breakdown voltage, [7] .
II. CHARACTERIZATION
15A -1200V SiC JFETs and the tank capacitor are characterized to study temperature effects on majors parameters. This knowledge is the basis for the design of the inverter. Temperature is set by a hot air furnace and verified by thermocouples placed on the metal case of the devices, ranging from 30°C to 300°C.
A. JFET Characterization 1) JFET static characterization:
These results are mainly provided by [8] . Forward characterization at 25°C and 225°C shows the effect of temperature on the reduction of the saturation current : from 42A at ambient to 25A, see figure 3 and figure 4. The resistance of the conducting JFET, RDSon, can be extracted, see Table II . RDSon is increased by a factor of 2.5 as temperature rises from 25°C ambient to 225°C. JFET can be used in reverse conduction, at zero Gate voltage behaviour is almost symmetrical to forward conduction, it is a low value resistor. At high negative Gate bias, the JFET is fully depleted and canal is not conducting. A structural junction between source and drain, such as in a MOSFET, is present see figure 7 . This internal diode is characterized, see figure 2, it has a forward voltage drop of around 3V. Because the JFET channel is able to conduct current in both directions, the internal diode is active during the dead-time of the inverter leg only, therefore expected conduction losses are very low. 2) JFET dynamic characterization: In this part, the switching losses are experimentally measured at fixed operating points : DC bus voltage, switched current and temperature. The dynamic model of the JFET, briefly presented below, has not been validated at the time of writing, but data collected will be used for the experimental verification.
The switching losses are due to the simultaneous presence of voltage and current in the JFET during transients. The highest losses occurs at turn-On when the oposite JFET provoques a peak current. This peak is partly caused by a recovery mechanism, linked to the value of the current. The temperature dependency indicates a saturation limitation. The peak current is also dependant on voltage, which suggests a capacitive behaviour, see table III.
3) JFET gate charge characterization: The gate charge is measured using the same technique as for power losses. From table IV it can be observed that the gate charging requirements are almost not affected by temperature.
B. Capacitor Characterization
The variation of capacitance and series resistance of the capacitor is plotted against temperature up to 260°C. At 260°C, capacitance drops by 65%. The series resistance increases with temperature almost as much as capacitance as dropped, a times 3 factor. This measurement is based on a Hewlett-Packard impedance analyser, the capacitor is heated up by a hot air furnace, connecting high temperature wires are compensated for.
III. JFET MODELLING
The JFET modelling approach is as much as possible based on physical parameters, mainly geometrical and material related. The model is writen using 'elements'. The conducting path is split in two : 1-a JFET channel directely controlled by the gate voltage named Rch, the horizontal part on the path. 2-a modulated resistor Rcv, to take into account the vertical section. At the time of writing the model parameters are 'guesses' of geometrical and physical properties of the SiCED JFET. The behaviour of the model is correct on a static point of view and needs further work for dynamic response. Nevertheless, the peak current at turn-On is modelled. Identification is now the next step to get a good matching of the model in order to compute switching losses and ElectroMagnetic-Compatibility spectrums. An experimental verification is shown on figure 9 , the peak current presents no oscillations as does the simulated circuit, the shape is also
Insulator technology enables operation of integrated circuit at 200°C. A SOI gate driver is proposed in figure 12 , it uses two separate transformers, one for signal transmission, another for the power supply. A. Drivers Requirements 1) Requirements set by the JFET: Static characterisation indicates a required voltage of -28V to turn the JFETs Off Dynamic measurements tell that a peak gate current of 0.5A is needed to switch the JFET with reduced losses; and that a measured 0.16W will be wasted for gate driving at 100kHz if the gate driver was loss-less. A value close to 0.18W, the charging/discharging power for the equivalent gate-source capacitor of 5nF under 27V at 100kHz. In this paper, the efficiency of the gate driver is not dealt with, but experimental knowledge indicates a power consumption of the gate driver in the 1 to 3W range. Most of the energy is lost in heavily-biased circuits for very fast switching operation.
2) Requirements set by the environment: Gate drivers provide specific added properties to power switches. In our case standard functions plus protection and safety circuits must be implemented as follow :
• Input signals level : 3.3 or 5 Volts.
• 600V or 1200 V DC bus rating.
• Galvanic Insulation for each leg power supply.
• Galvanic insulation between command and driver output signal.
• Interlock generation.
• Short pulse suppression.
• Overtemperature protection monitoring.
• Monitoring and protection of drivers supply voltage.
• DC bus monitoring.
• Saturation monitoring (Overcurrent and short-circuit).
• Off-state for all power components in the event of a default.
• Independent fault monitoring and independent inhibition for each leg.
VI. PROTOTYPE
A. Power Side A prototype is built using an hermetic Si3N4 module housing six JFET and a ceramic capacitor, assembled on a high temperature printed circuit board as presented on figure 13. 
VII. EXPERIMENTAL VERIFICATION
Experimental verification is needed at each step as reliable models are not available on the full operational range of the converter. The three phase inverter is tested at power levels exceeding required ratings (15A in stead-of 6A) in burst mode to reduce the cooling effort required at such levels of total losses. The RDSon on the samples we have used is still high 0.2Ω but much lower values are obtainable according to [10] . 
VIII. CONCLUSION
A three phase power module including inter-connections and capacitor is built and tested at 200°C, switching 15A under 540V. The limiting factor is the maximum obtainable cooling effort. Gate drivers for normally-On JFET are developped with standard techniques and a high temperature gate driver is under developement using either Silicon-On-Insulator integrated circuit or a discrete solution. Packaging and cooling are a main issue to be dealt with now.
